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ellen lesperance &
jeanine oleson

Samsan Projects

Boston

In a playful mélange of New Age spiritualism,
radical feminism, earthworks and echnography,
collaborative artists Ellen Lesperance & Jeanine
Oleson iniziated cheir “Off the Grid” project of
performance-based, large formar chromogenic
prints in 2001, Now urban dwellers, the uber-
hippie pair attempt in their ongoing project to
reconnect with the primordial forces of nature
by assuming the mythical characters of
prehistoric huntresses, earch goddesses, and
pioneer women, For their debut Boston show,
along with nine brilliantly colored and stagesd
photographs, the pair displayed many of their
rirualistic props, cosoumes and artifacts—pelrs,
clay fertility goddesses, kindling, mushrooms,
mud and feathers—used during their recent
vision quests in Flonida, Towa, Maine,
Pennsylvania, and cheir nacive Pacific

Morthwesr.

For the pure landscape (barely off the interstate)
photograph, Wister V {2004), they painted
primitive ochre female fertilicy pictographs on
Maine boulders to emulare ancient cave
paineings. Faff 1V (2003) is ser in the same
[owa location where Ana Mendieea creared her
1977 “Silueta” series of earth body works. To
likewise conmect with Mocher Earch's spiritual
life-affirming power, here, Lesperance’s body
lies buried in mud and a ritealistic fire burns
above her womb. The newest photographs
dipict open-ended mythic narratives based on
the eerie invented characters Bigloot, and his
bride, Mioka. Her hefty nude body covered
with shorn fur, Oleson/Bigloot tries to build a
labyrinth in che woods, poses by a waterfall
with her veiled bride Lesperance/INioka,
participates in the bloody kill of 2 cow, and dies
in her lover's arms. Bigfoor & Nk 117 {2003)
caprures a tender momene as Nioka, dressed in
black-and-white torn linens, gazes lovingly at
her lifeless savage mare, Among the tall green
grass, they parody Michelangelo's Pretd and
recall the poignant Civil War photographs of
fallen soldiers, while earnestly bemoaning the
futility of living off the grid of “civilized”
sOCIELY.
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